
Linking your business with 
sustainable travel 

What Gear are you in? 

 



Behavioural change is the  

http://www.greenschoolsireland.org/sev

en-steps.90.html 



Working Partnership: 

• Initial Meeting with Carol Gleeson of Cliffs of 
Moher and Burren Geopark to work with the 
Burren Ecotourism Network (B.E.N.):  

 

 

 

 

 

 

• First things first: Research and gather 
information on all sustainable travel options in 
the Burren and work on the  new Burren 
geopark app and www.burren.ie  and Launch of 
app! 

 

 

B.E.N. is a network of tourism enterprises with the objective of 

establishing the Burren as a premier internationally-recognised 

sustainable tourism region ensuring the future economic and 

social growth and sustainable development of its communities, 

environment and heritage. It seeks to support continued training, 

mentoring and accreditation in sustainable tourism for its 

members and for businesses interested in joining the Network. 

http://www.burren.ie/getting

-here/download-the-app/ 



Meet the members of 
B.E.N: 

• I Facilitated 4 Workshops on sustainable travel as part of the code 
of practise for all business in the network attended by all 47 of the 
members covering: 

 
• Why care about Sustainable transport promotion 
• What are the options near their places of business and how to 

communicate that to your customers 
• Look at the possibilities not the obstacles- The burren is already 

best seen on foot or by bike! 
• How to encourage use of Sustainable Transport to your business 
• What do they know about those options already?- i did up a 

questionaire? 
 



Findings from 
Questionnaire: 

The majority of tourism operators: 
•Did not know how much a bus would cost or how often they go 

near their business 

 

•The majority did not know that there are 9 public bike parking 

places in the Burren and did not have bike parking facilities 

 

•Had not cycled a bike in more than a Year 

 

•Said that their attitude to promotion of sustainable travel had 

changed as a result of the workshop 

 

•Would ALL be willing to offer a discount to visitors who came by 

more sustainable methods of transport 

 

•Wanted more workshops in Sustainable Travel. Eg. Cycle training, 

DIY bike parking, unique united commitment to sustainable travel 

promotion 

 

“If you want to promote it you got to belive in it!”.....R n G 

 



Outcomes of Workshop: 

•Members attended my 

community bike fixing workshops 

•Members took part in community 

cycles in their area 

•They attended cycle for your 

supper 

•They helped me organise bike 

week events and attended the 

launch of it 

•They set up a sub group 

of the network just to look 

at sustainable travel! 
 



Results: 

I encouraged members of B.E.N. 

To organise events: 

Eg. Foraging cycle 

Cycle with local school and supply 

refreshments 

Bike week launch 

D.I.Y. Bike parking 

Discounts and info available on 

websites 

e.g. http://www.st-

tola.ie/irishcheese/ecotourism 

 

e.g. 

http://wildkitchen.ie/sustainable-

travel/ 

 

e.g. 

http://www.kilshannyhouse.ie/burr

en-ecotourism 
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The future: 

A sustainable Travel group was set 

up by the members of B.E.N. as a 

direct result of the workshops. 

I facilitated a meeting with them to 

help them coordinate future 

workshops around their Code of 

Practise for Sustainable transport: 

Upcoming events: 

1. Cycle training for members 

2. DIY Bike Parking 

3. Free Cup of Tea if you Cycle to 

Me campaign/logo/launch 

4. Bike Week events organised by 

members- funding secured  

5. Every member is putting cycle 

times to their business from the 

nearest village 

6. New maps will have cycling times 

from village to village 



Some ideas for you: 

•Down load the app to see what’s on it, check out www.burren.ie 

•Look up www.greenschoolsireland.org to see the 7 step methodology that leads 

to change 

•Contact a Green-School near you and organise an event with them during bike 

week.....- contact your Local authority with regards to funding 

•Offer discounts on your site and information on how to get to you by public 

transport 

•Let people know you are Green Travel friendly eg how short a cycle it is to your 

business ( 1km = 4 minutes)? Do you have bike parking? Will you collect from a 

bus stop? Do you offer discounts for visitors who use sustainable travel to get to 

you? Is there a carpooling option or link for people to use? 

•Target Green tourism websites/blogs/social media groups at home and abroad to 

let them know about all you to do to encourage and welcome Greener Tourists 

•Come up with a collective promotion to your area for eco-tourists 

http://www.greenschoolsireland.org/


Go raibh maith agaibh 

Thanks to James Chilton for having the idea of this type of 

conference and for giving a platform to Responsible Tourism. 

Not only is important we care and vital to the planet this is 

exactly the type of tourism expect and deserve when they 

come to this fabulous island 


