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Going Local  

& Going Wild!           Rina Garrett 



• Gaeltacht region 

• North West Co. Mayo 

• Same size as Co. Louth 

• Voted by The Irish Times as 
the best place in Ireland to 
go wild! 

 



• 1984 - Erris Tourism (Turasóireacht Iorrais) 

• Community-owned company 

• Develop & promote tourism 

• Board of volunteers 

 

Tu r a s ó i r e a c h t  

I o r r a i s  



F l a g s h i p  P r o j e c t   

C a r n e  G o l f  L i n k s  



• Designed by Eddie Hackett – his last course 

• 27 holes - “nature’s gift to golf ” 

• World class links course 

“If ever the Lord 

intended land for a golf 

course, Carne has it.” 



2007 

Erris Tourism formed Erris Beo  

 



• Non-profit, community-based tourism  

    destination marketing organisation 

• A collaborative approach - along with local, regional and 

national bodies – is the key to our success 

• Community - vital 



• Erris Beo's ethos - all about the community 

• We involve all stakeholders in all tourism decisions in the 
region.   

• Our community, our environment, our culture, our language 
& our heritage come first.  



• Community support from all four corners of the region 

• Support from many local, regional & national agencies 

• Erris - most nominated place in The Irish Times search for 
the best place in Ireland to go wild!  





T h e  B a n g o r  Tr a i l  



C e a n n  I o r r a i s   

L o o p  Wa l k  



C o a s t e e r i n g  



C e a t h r ú  T h a i d h g   

L o o p  Wa l k s  



K i t e s u r f i n g  



B a l l y c r oy   

N a t i o n a l  Pa r k  



C é i d e  F i e l d s  



B a l l y g l a s s   

L i g h t h o u s e  



B l a c k s o d  L i g h t h o u s e  



E a g l e  I s l a n d  L i g h t h o u s e  



B l a c k r o c k  L i g h t h o u s e  



F i s h i n g  



I s l a n d  B o a t  Tr i p s  



H e a r  t h e   

C o r n c r a k e ’s  C a l l  



C u r r a c h   

R a c i n g  



S u r f i n g  



G e e s a l a  R a c e s  



 

• The people of Erris . . . Spiorad Iorrais 

• Local community - core consideration 

• Erris Beo: its unique set-up ensures that the 
ethos of responsible tourism is intrinsic to the 
organisation 

 



  

The Future . . . 

• Continuing to develop ‘Go Wild in Erris!’ brand  

• Introduce environmentally-sound means of 

travel & accommodation in the region 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Organise more training & upskilling for local 

people 

• Increase tourism-related employment 



• Four new tourism-related 
businesses have opened in Erris 
in the last two years. 

• At least one new business to 
open by June 2015 

 



Ná tóg ach grianghraif 

Ná caith ach am 

Ná fág ach rian coise 
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