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All change: From Railway to Greenway  
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M U L R A N N Y  

BUILT HERITAGE  

POVERTY WAS ENDEMIC IN MAYO CIRCA 1900 

 

 The Midland Great 
Western Railway 
Line was built in 
1894 

 Under the Balfour 
Light Railways Act 

 To tackle endemic  
poverty in Mayo 

 The causeway & 
seven miles of 
Victorian trails 
were developed 

 Mulranny Railway 
Hotel opened, 
complete with 
electric light 

 

 

STEAM ENGINED TRAIN AT BELLACRAGHER BAY - MULRANNY THE WASHING POOL BRIDGE  BUILT IN 
1894 

THE WASHING POOL BRIDGE BUILT IN 1894 MULRANNY RAILWAY HOTEL 
1897 
VICTORIAN CAUSEWAY 
1902 
MULRANNY RAILWAY STATION  
1894 

Balfour 

MULRANNY 
EUROPEAN 
DESTINATION 
OF EXCELLANCE 



 Legacy of built 
heritage decayed 

 Replaced by        
dereliction & disrepair 

 Limited activity in 
tourism sector 

 Mulranny faded off 
the tourist map 

 Underutilised 
community resources 

 Heritage tourism 
potential untapped 

 

 

M U L R A N N Y REACHES LOW 

POINT IN NEW M I L L E N I U M 

Balfour 

DISUSED RAILWAY LINE IN 
2000 

MULRANNY RAILWAY STATION 
c1980 

MULRANNY RAILWAY STATION IN 2000 MULRANNY CAUSEWAY  MULRANNY RAILWAY HOTEL DECLINED INTO DERELICTION BY 2003 
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SUSTRANS Report 

  
 2005 Mulranny 

Park Hotel was 
renovated and 
reopened  

 The Causeway was  
returned to its 
former glory 

 

  Tourists once again 
came to Mulranny 
for the Beauty and 
Landscape  
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SUSTRANS Report 

  
 Failte Ireland 

commissioned 
Market Research 

 Irish Roads Were 
unsafe 

  Mayo County 
Council  Sustrans 
Report published in 
2006 

 Recommended that 
Co Mayo would be 
the 
Walking/Cycling 
Capital of Ireland 

  The idea of the 
Greenway was born  
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 2009 Work Started 

on the Greenway 

 Permissive access 
from 166 
landowners.  

 First section 
Newport to 
Mulranny opened 
April 2010  

 Followed by 
Westport to 
Newport and was 
completed when 
the Mulranny to 
Achill section 
opened 

 It was formally 
opened by Enda 
Kenny & Michael 
Ring 29 July 2011 
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1996 to 2006 

• The numbers 
speak for 
themselves 

• In 2013 over 
208,000 people 
travelled on the 
Mulranny Stretch 
of the Greenway    

 Estimated value to 

local economy is 

7.2 million euro 

(Fitzpatrick 

associates) 
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1996 to 2006 

 Gourmet Greenway 
~Food Trail   
 

‘Inspired and Inspiring’ ~ 
John McKenna, 
McKenna Guide 
 

 See, smell & taste ~ 
it’s real traceability 

 A story behind the 
food on your plate 

 It’s respect for 
craftsmanship 

 Gives a platform to 
members 

 Initiative and 
Collaboration 
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1996 to 2006 

 Started originally in 
2011 with only 6 
producers 
 

 Has grown Year on 
Year 
 

 Has 18 producers  
 

 2 new ones already 
confirmed with 
another couple of 
producers interested 
in joining 
 

 Gourmet Greenway 
dinner night 30th April    
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1996 to 2006 

 Mayo County Council 

 Fáilte Ireland 

 Heritage Council 

 South West Mayo 
Development Company 

 Greenway Landowners 

 Mayo Community Forum 

 Mayo Heritage Forum 

 RSS, FAS and TUS 

 Mulranny Park Hotel 

 Essence of Mulranny 

 Foxford Woollen Mills 

 Old Irish Goat Society 
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Thank You for Your Attention’ 

Coming together is a Beginning 

Keeping together is progress 

 

Working together is success 
 

Henry Ford  
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