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The Blue Flag 



How is a Blue Flag awarded? 

LA application 

BW profile, 
sampling 

calendar, LG times 

33 criteria 

Fit into 5 
categories 

In season control 
visit from previous 

season 

WQ (excellent 
standard in BWD) 

Complaints from 
members of public 

Commitments 
made in 

application 

National Jury 
Meeting 

International Jury 
Meeting 

National Blue Flag 
Awards 

1. Water quality 

2. Information provision 

3. Enviro management 

4. Enviro Education 

5. Safety & Services 

The National Blue Flag Jury 

DOECLG, IWS, NPWS, EPA, UCD, TCD, Fáilte Ireland, 

ICRT, An Taisce 

 

The International Blue Flag Jury 

UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) 

UNWTO (United Nations World Tourism Organization) 

ILS (International Lifesaving Federation) 

ICOMIA (International Council of Marine Industry 

Association) 

IUCN (The World Conservation Union) 

EUCC (European Union for Coastal Conservation) 

EEA (European Environmental Agency) 

Education Expert 

FEE (Foundation for Environmental Education) 
 

 



The Blue Flag in Ireland  
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89.6% say it’s important 

when picking a beach 



Country BF Beaches Identified BW % BF Km of Coast 

Spain 561 2161 26% 7,268 

Greece 396 2162 18% 15,147 

France 363 3331 11% 7,330 

Portugal 298 543 55% 2,830 

Italy 269 5511 5% 9,226 

Denmark 244 1037 24% 5,316 

Croatia 97 927 10% 5,664 

Ireland 76 138 55% 6,437 

Netherlands 59 711 8% 1,914 

Cyprus 57 112 51% 671 

England 55 415 13% 

Germany 41 2296 2% 

Wales 34 103 33% 

Poland 29 205 14% 

Northern Ireland 8 23 35% 

Coastline 

Parradox 



Providing information to Beach Users 
BW 

Quality 

& info 

about 

the BF 

Beach 

map 

Enviro ed. 

activities 

Lifeguard 

times 

Code of 

conduct 



And now 



www.blueflagireland.org 

http://www.blueflagireland.org/fenit-co-kerry/beach-description.391.html


 



• In Ireland BF beaches 
must be lifeguarded for 
weekends in June and 
September and full time 
July & August 

• Risk assessment – IWS 

• Lifeguards & equipment 
only 1 element 

• Information & education 

 

Blue Flag Beaches & Lifeguard provision 



Blue Flag Eco-tourism Boats 

Eco-tourism 
Boat 

Nature 
watching 

Whale 
watching 

Bird 
watching 

Sports 
activities 

Fishing 

Diving 

Charter 

Enviro. Ed. &  
information 

Enviro. 

management 

Safety & services 

Social responsibility 

Responsible tourism 



How is the Green Coast awarded? 

• High environmental quality 

• Excellent WQ 

• Public participation 

• Beach Management Plan 

• May  not have all the 
infrastructure required for BF 

• Can be awarded to non-
identified BWs 

• 54 GCAs 

• 16 identified BWs 

• 38 beaches are non-identified but 
being sampled according to the 
BWD 
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Same application 

procedure as BF 



Kieran Phelan, Love Your Coast Competition 2011 

Clean Coasts 



 



 



Impacts 

 

Impacts 



1 per 12km 



420 
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14,000 



500,000 



519,000 



152 



103 



5,349 

4,149 

2,880 

3,283 

3,540 

2,837 

1,436 

1,444 

2,280 

1,191 

103 clean ups 

19-21 September 

128 km of coast 

1,442 volunteers 

33,442 litter items removed 

from the coast 



3,000 





#LoveYourCoast 

 



Love Your Coast 

 



#2minutebeachclean 





#2MinuteBeachClean Stations 





Beat the Microbead 



 



 



Annabel FitzGerald 
 

@BellesFitz 
 

afitzgerald@eeu.antaisce.org 
 

014002210 
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