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Responsible Tourism 
 

“tourism that creates better 
places for people to live in and 

better places to visit” 
 
 

Cape Town Declaration, 2002 



Principles of Responsible Tourism 

 
 
 

• Minimizes negative social, economic & environmental impacts 
• Generates greater economic benefits for local people and 

enhances the well being of host communities 
• Improves working conditions and access to the industry 
• Involves local people in decisions that affect their lives and life 

chances 
• Makes positive contributions to the conservation of natural & 

cultural heritage 
• Provides more enjoyable experiences for tourists through more 

meaningful connections with local people 
• Provides access for physically challenged people 
• Is culturally sensitive, encourages respect between tourists and 

hosts and builds local pride and confidence 
Cape Town Declaration, 2002 



 
 

What is The Wild Atlantic Way ? 



 
 

 



 
 
 

…the longest defined coastal 
touring route in the world.  

 
  



The Journey of A Lifetime 

An intriguing convergence of land and sea 
stretching along 2,500 Km of magnificent West 

of Ireland coastline from the Inishowen 
Peninsula in County Donegal to Kinsale in West 

Cork.  



 
 

 



A long term strategic development project 
bench marked against the likes of The 

Great Ocean Road in Australia, The Garden 
Route in South Africa, The Pacific Coast 
Highway in the United States to name a 

few. 
 
 



 
 

Tourism project of scale and singularity 
for Ireland’s West Coast 



Product Spread along the Wild Atlantic Way 

 
 
1,939 Accommodation Premises 
516 Attractions 
1,573 Activities 
580 Festivals & Events 
17 Trails  
50 Looped Walks 
53 Blue Flag Beaches 
120 Golf Courses 

 
 



Key Programme Areas 

Trade & 
Community 
Activation 

Experience  
Development 

Sales 
Development 

Stakeholder 
Engagement 

Capital  



 

The Route 



WAW Route Public 
Consultation 

• November & December 
2012 
 

• 15 Public Consultation 
Sessions 
 

• 850 Submissions 

Listening is Key to Success 



 
  2,500 km 
 3,850 signs 
 980 junctions 

Route Signage 



• 159 Discovery Points - 
most of these at existing 
viewing points already 
accessible 

 

• 15  “Signature” 
Discovery Points 



 

The Customer 



Drive Experience Seekers…..                 Landscape Experience Seekers….. 

Culture Experience Seekers…..            Activity Experience Seekers….. 



Responsible 
Destinations  



World  Responsible Tourism Awards  

2 Irish destinations among 8 short listed from around the world 



Great Western Greenway 







Responsible 
Tourism Initiative 



Cliffs of Moher_1.mp4


Community & 
Trade Engagement 



Selling the Wild Atlantic Way 



Reaching out to Communities Along the 
Wild Atlantic Way 

• Brilliant Idea Generation Forum 
 

• Project Ambassadors  
 

• Community Influencers 
 

• “Characters” of the WAW 



Thank You 


