
Responsible tourism in Ireland 

 

 

 

   What’s the story? 



My story 

Ecoescape Ireland 

• Ethical Traveller, Go , 
Irish Times 

• The Observer, The 
Guardian, Daily 
Telegraph, Metro 

• ethicaltraveller.co.uk 



Ireland Green Travel 



#Globalgreening 







• It has gone from niche to norm 
 

• It is no longer about changing our lightbulbs 
 

• It’s a destination do or die thing to be responsible 
 

• It’s all about the big picture  
 

• 42% European and US travellers take part  
in an activity – research by Adventure Travel 
Trade Association out today 

 

But green has gone global now 



Responsible tourism is not scary 
• It is common sense 
 
• So many people are already doing it in 

Ireland – Burren, Inishowen and Loop 
Head – award winners 
 

• They just aren’t shouting about it 
 
• Or, they are shouting, but noone is 

stopping to listen 
 

• Or they don’t even realise they are doing 
it. 
 



The stories I love to share 
 



What a green writer needs 

• A good story – bulbs are boring! 

• A real story - Greenwash is out 

• Worthiness is out 

• Good website with detailed responsible 
tourism policy, stories and an authentic 
knowledge 

• Inspiration 

 



Tourism which benefits everyone and 
everything 

• The local 
community 
 
• The local 
environment 
 
• The local economy 
 
• The local culture 
 



The environment 

The Three Towers at Slieve Aughy 
Riding Centre, East Galway 
www.thethreetowers.com  

http://www.thethreetowers.com/
http://www.thethreetowers.com/
http://www.thethreetowers.com/
http://www.thethreetowers.com/


Creevy Cooperative, 

Donegal 

The local 
community: 



www.electricescapes.ie 

• Electric bike hire 
• Weekend package  

using local  
accommodation 

• Cycling guide 
• Picnics with local food 
• Photography and cycling 
• Paddle and pedal 
• Superb service 
• Funky cycle hats 
• Corporate trips 
• Leave No Trace 
• This is a great travel article  



Mulranny Park Hotel 

• Greenway Adventures Network 
• Gourmet Greenway 
• Walking breaks 
• Walking guides 
• Picnic lunches 
• All inclusive activity packages  
• Cycle over bridges & playing bridge 
• All midweek 
• Weddings at weekends  
• Partnerships with local  

conservationists 



Slowing our visitors down 

• Walking trails 
 

• Have maps available 
 

• Stop off points 
 

• Local taxi number 
 

• Public transport 
 

• Sheeps Head Way 

 
 



Local environment and beyond 

www.leavenotraceireland.org 

www.ecotourismireland.ie 

www.iwt.ie 

www.nativewoodlandtrust.ie 



 

 

Local culture 

 

….On the Strand  

At Lough Beg 

 

 

 
 

Laurel Villa Guesthouse, Magherafelt 



www.dulra.ie 

Catch and cook – all things wild 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-FWiZ0CupU






Think global greening 

• Transport and infrastructure 

• Change template of all accommodation listings 

• Tie food into tourism – a road map/an app 

• Local activities  

• National Parks 

• Walking routes /cycling routes 

 

 



Think island wide 

• Get an Ireland wide, sector wide certification 
supported at government level with good 
quality third party verification  such as GSTC  
Global Sustainable Tourism Council 

 

• Global greening on a corporate scale 

 

 



Comms and content 

• Getting comms and PR on 
board – change of mindset  

 
• It’s sometimes just telling 

people that creates change 
 



Or just Play?  
Play green – all the eco-friendly things to do  in Ireland 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video    vs. listings  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=NKHarj-oI-c








Ireland? – what’s the story? 

• So much product that inspires 

• So many people who inspire 

• So many stories that inspire 

• National not Nano anymore  

• So, let’s do it and really let us see that  

• #IrelandInspires 

• #GreenIrelandInspires 

 

 

 



Green is not just for St Patrick’s day 

• Nor is it just for the Wild Atlantic Way 

 

• It is for life 

 

• You have to think big to be truly responsible 



Wales Coast Path 

• 870 mile-long public footpath  
  
• In the first year, 2012 – 13, 2.8 million 

people walked stretches of the Wales Coast 
Path contributing £16 million to the Welsh 
economy. 

  
• More than 800,000 visitors to the path also 

stayed the night in one of the many 
guesthouses, b&bs and hotels located along 
the way. 

• Excellent transport links  







 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqEh0iFWlgs


  


